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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims, in the application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A PB A magnetic stripe reader ("MSR") attachable d e vic e 
to a personal digital assistant ("PDA"), the PDA having a data display, a synchronization port 
and hot svnc capabilities, the MSR comprising: 

(a) magn e tic strip e containing data r e ading and writing op e rational m eans Jor 
reading and decoding data on a magnetic stripe : 

(b) oloctrioal power tmnsf e r m eans for transferring electric power from the PDA to 
the MSR and for exchanging data between the MSR and the PDA through the PDA 
synchronization por t , wh e reby said PDA attachable d o vice sol e ly d e rives its el e ctrical power 
for said magn e tic stripe containing data reading and writing operational m e ans from th e 
cradl e interfac e signals supplied by th e PDA ; and 

(c) power management m eans for managing electrical power consumption , wh e r e by 
said PDA attachabl e dovic e effici e ntly controlG power consumption to conGer\^ e PDA 
suppli e d electrical pow e r e nabling greater op e rational times for said magn e tic strip e 
rnntnining data reading and wTiting op e rational mean s that control an automatic startup of the 
PDA and of the means for reading and decoding data on a magnetic stripe upon detecting 
encoded data on the magnetic stripe . 

Claim 2 (canceled) 

Claim 3 (currently amended): The PDA attachabl e d e vic e magnetic stripe reader 
according to claim 1, wherein said power management means for managing electrical power 
consumption comprise the includ e s th e initiation of an automatic startup of the PDA during a 
r.nrri n wip n aRcnmpli ri h e d by imitating the PDA's hot Gvnc op e ratio n upon detecting encoded 
data on the magnetic stripe by simulating a hot sync of the PDA . 
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Claim 4 (currently amended): The PDA attachabl e devic e magnetic stripe reader 
according to claim 3, wherein said automatic startup of the PDA during a card swip e upon 
detecting encoded data on the magnetic stripe is accomplished by replacing the PDA's hot 
sync driver with a driver that differentiates between [[a]] tiie hot sync and said magn e tic 
stripe containing data r e ading and writing operational means for reading and decoding data 
on a magnetic stripe , and thereby said driver sets the PDA to operate accordingly. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): The PDA attachabl e d e vic e magnetic stripe reader 
according to claim 1, wherein said magn e tic stripe containing data reading and writing 
op e rational means includes a r e movable memory modulo for data logging in data applications 
wh e r e th e PDA does not support non volatil e m e morv. means for reading and decoding data 
on a magnetic stripe include a removable processor/memorv module. 

Claim 6 (currently amended): The PDA attachabl e d e vic e magnetic stripe reader 
according to claim 5, wherein said r e mov e abl e m e morv processor/memorv m odule includes 
a memory modul e j s capable of storing multiple data format specifications and of converting 
varied magnetic stripe data formats into a standardized single format for data logging and 
[[or]] outputting to [[a]]_flie PDA. 

Claim 7 (currently amended): The PDA attachable device magnetic stripe reader 
according to claim 6, wherein said m e mor v processor/memorv module capabl e of storing 
multipl e data format sp e cifications and conv e rting vari e d magn e tic stripe data formats into a 
standardized singl e format for data logging and or outputting to a PDA is used fo r capable of 
reading the different decoding formats - age -utilized on driver licenses and on other state- 
issued documents, verification wh e r e by wh e n states having the enabling the display on the 
PDA of age and physical attributes in a single standardized output in varying formats fe e 
output can b e standardiz e d for th e PDA ag e verification application . 

Claim 8 (currently amended): The PDA attachabl e d e vic e magnetic stripe reader 
according to claim 6, wherein said m e mor y processor/memory module capabl e of storing 
multipl e data format sp e cifications and conv e rting vari e d magnetic strip e data formats into a 
standardized single format for data logging and or outputting to a PDA furth e r includes th e 
ability to limit or prevent sensitive data from b e ing s e n t is capable of preventing transmission 
to the PD A of predetermined tvpes of data encoded on the magnetic stripe . 
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Claim 9 (currently amended): The PDA attachable devic e magnetic stripe reader 
according to claim [[1]]_5, wherein said magnetic strip e containing data r e ading and WTiting 
operational means includ e s a removabl e proc e sso r processor/memory module [[for]] js 
capable of uploading field installable application software sueh-a s including software for age 
verification applications. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): The PDA attachabl e d e \ac e magnetic stripe reader 
according to claim 1, wherein said magn e tic strip e containing data r e ading and writing 
operational moans includes a magn e tic stripe reader attachable to a PDA with the capabilit>^ 
to v e rif y means for reading and decoding data on a magnetic stripe have the capability of 
verifying the authenticity of the magnetic stripe data before sending the magnetic stripe data 
to the PDA. 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): The PDA attachabl e d e vic e magnetic stripe reader according 
to claim 1, wherein said magn e tic strip e containing data reading and v > Titing op e rational 
m e ans includ e s a magn e tic strip e r e ader attach e d to a PDA with th e capability to e ncod e th e 
sensitiv e magnetic stripe data befor e sending the data to the PDA ther e by allowing sensitiv e 
information such as credit card numb e rs to b e forwarded to th e means for reading and 
decoding data on a magnetic stripe are capable of encrypting and storing the data exchanged 
with the PDA prior to forwarding said data to a processing agency without being availabl e to 
fe e readable by a PDA operator. 

Claim 12 (currently amended): The PDA attachabl e d e vic e magnetic stripe reader 
according to claim 1 1 , further includ e s th e abilit y comprising the capability to encode the 
transmitted data exchanged wifli the PDA w ith a security signature derived from the eard 
magnetic strip e data. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): The PDA attachable dovio e magnetic stripe reader 
according to claim 1, further includin g comprising a wireless personal identification number 
pad ("P IN pad3 for th e purpos e of facilitating applications r e quiring the custom e r e ntry of a 
personal id e ntification numben and allowing a custom e r thereby enabling a user to enter a 
personal identification number to complete a transaction. 
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Claim 14 (currently amended): A method for making a PDA attachablo dovico, including 
magnetic stripe reader ("MSR") attachable to a personal digital assistant ("PDA''), the PDA 
having a synchronization port and hot sync capabilities, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing means for reading and decoding data on a m agnetic stripe containing 
data reading and writing op e rational m e ans ; 

(b) providing e lectrical power transfer moans, wh e reby said PDA attachablo device 
solely deriv e s its e lectrical pow e r for said operational means from th e cradl e int e rface signals 
suppli e d by th e PDA means for transferring electric power from the PDA to the MSR and for 
exchanging data between the MSR and the PDA through the PDA synchronization port: 

(c) providing power managom e nt means for managing electrical power consumption 
that control an automatic startup of the PDA and of the means for reading and decoding data 
on a magnetic stripe upon detecting encoded data on the magnetic stripe , wher e by said PDA 
attachable devioo efficiently controls power consumption to oonsorve PDA supplied e l e ctrical 
power e nabling gr e ater op e rational times for said operational means ; 

(d) providing attachment means for the purpos e of firmly securing said magn e tic 
strip e containing data reading and writing op e rational means for reading and decoding data 
on a magnetic stripe t o the PDA; and 

(e) providing a hot sync connection cradl e connector to enable electrical and data 
communication between said PDA attachable d e vic e magnetic stripe reader and the PDA 
connected thereto. 

Claim 1 5 (currently amended): The method for making a PDA attachablo devic e magnetic 
stripe reader according to claim 14, wherein said step of providing a magn e tic strip e 
onntnining data r e ading and writing op e rational m ean s for reading and decoding data on a 
magnetic stripe further includes the step of providing a magnetic stripe containing data 
reading and writing operational m eans for reading and decoding data on a magnetic stripe 
having a r e movabl e m e mory modul e for data logging in data applications wh e re th e PDA 
do e s not support non volatile m e mory, removable processor/memory module. 

Claim 1 6 (currently amended): The method for making a PDA attachable d e vic e magnetic 
stripe reader according to claim 1 5, wherein said step of providing a magn e tic strip e 
containing data r e ading and writing op e rational m eans for reading and decoding data on a 
magnetic stripe ftirther includes the step of providing a magnetic strip e containing data 
reading and writing operational moans having a removable momor>^ modulo wherein said 
r e mnv e ahl e m e mory modul e includ e s a m e mory modulo a removable programmable 
processor/memory module c apable of storing multiple data format specifications and of 
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converting varied magnetic stripe data formats into a standardized single format for data 
logging and [[or]] outputting to [[a]]_flie PDA. 

Claim 17 (currently amended): The method for making a PDA attachabl e device magnetic 
stripe reader according to claim [[15]]J^, wherein said stop of providing a magn e tic strip e 
containing data reading and writing op e rational m e ans includ e s the st e p of providing a 
magn e tic stripe containing data reading and writing operational m e ans having a m e mory 
module wh e rein said memory ^ said processor/memory module is capable of storing multiple 
data format specifications and converting varied magn e tic stripe data formats into -e 
standardized single format for data logging and or outputting to a PDA furth e r includes th e 
ability to limit or pr e vent sensitiv e data fi:om b e ing s e n t preventing transmission to the PDA 
of predetermined types of data encoded on a magnetic stripe . 

Claim 1 8 (currently amended): The method for making a PDA attachabl e d e vic e magnetic 
stripe reader according to claim 14, wherein said step of providing a magnetic strip e 
containing data r e ading and writing operational means for reading and decoding data on a 
magnetic stripe further i ncludes the step of providing a magn e tic stripe containing data 
TQfiHing nnd vvTiting operational means having a removable processo r processor/memory 
module [[for]] capable of uploading field installable application software , such a s including 
software for age verification applications. 

Claim 19 (currently amended): The method for making a PDA attachable device magnetic 
stripe reader according to claim 14, wherein said step of providing a magn e tic s trip e 
containing data reading and writing operational means for reading and decoding data on a 
magnetic stripe further i ncludes the step of providing a magnetic strip e reader attachable to a 
PDA wit h the means for reading and decoding data on a magnetic stripe having the capability 
to verif y of verifying the authenticity of the magnetic stripe data before sending the magnetic 
stripe data to the PDA. 

Claim 20 (currently amended): The method for making a PDA attachabl e d e vic e 
magnetic stripe reader according to claim 14, wherein said step of providing a magn e tic stripe 
containing data reading and writing op e rational means for reading and decoding data on a 
magnetic stripe further includes the step of providing a magnetic strip e r e ader attach e d to a 
PDA wit h the means for reading and decoding data on a magnetic stripe with the capability te 
fl tinnrl e th e r , en r, itiv e magn e tic strip e data befor e sendin g of encrypting and storing the data 
[[to]] exchanged with the PD A thereby allowing s e n s itive information such as cr e dit card 
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numbers to be forward e d te- ^ prior to forwarding said data to a processing agency without 
being available to the readable by a PDA operator. 

Claim 21 (currently amended): The method for making a PDA attachabl e devic e magnetic 
stripe reader according to claim 14, wherein said step of providing a magnetic strip e 
containing data r e ading and writing operational means for reading and decoding data on a 
magnetic stripe further includes the step of providing a magn e tic strip e r e ad e r attach e d to a 
PDA with th e ability to e ncod e th e transmitt e d the means for reading and decoding a 
magnetic stripe with the capability to encode the data exchanged with the PDA w ith a 
security signature derived from the eaf d magnetic stripe data. 

Claim 22 (currently amended): The method for making a PDA attachabl e d e vice magnetic 
stripe reader according to claim 14, further including the step of providing a wireless personal 
identification number pad ("P IN pad ^ for the purpos e of facilitating applications r e quiring 
th e cur i tomor entry of a p e rsonal identification numb e r, and allowing a custom e r , thereby 
enabling a user to enter a personal identification number to complete a transaction. 

Claim 23 (canceled) 

Claim 24 (currently amended): The method for making a PDA attachabl e d e vice magnetic 
stripe reader according to claim 23, wherein said step of providing power manag e m e nt means 
for managing electrical power consumption comprise the additional step of proving the 
means for managing electrical power with the capability of triggering , wher e by said PDA 
attachable d e vic e e fficiently controls pow e r consumption to conserv e PDA suppli e d e l e ctrical 
power enabling greater operational tim e s for said op e rational moans includ e s th e initiation of 
an automatic startup of the PD A during a card swip e aooomplished by imitating the PDA's 
hot sync operatio n upon detecting encoded data on the magnetic stripe by simulation a hot 
svnc of the PDA . 

Claim 25 (currently amended): The method for making a PDA attachable devic e magnetic 
stripe reader according to claim 24, wherein said automatic startup of the PDA during a card 
swip e upon detecting encoded data on the magnetic stripe is accomplished by replacing the 
PDA's hot sync driver with a driver that differentiates between [[a]]_flie hot sync and said 
magnotio stripo oontaining data r e ading and writing operational m eans for reading and 
decoding data on a magnetic stripe, and thereby said driver sets the PDA to operate 
accordingly. 
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Claim 26 (new): The magnetic stripe reader according to claim 1 , wherein 

the means for reading and decoding data on a magnetic stripe operate with a maximum power 
consumption of 2 mA while reading and decoding data, and of 300 iiA in an idle state. 

Claim 27 (new): The magnetic stripe reader according to claim 1 , wherein 

the MSR is enclosed in a housing shaped like a cradle that retains at least a portion of the 
PDA. 

Claim 28 (new): The magnetic stripe reader according to claim 27, wherein 

the PDA is equipped with detachable PDA cradle creating a hot sjoic connection between the 
PDA and a personal computer, wherein the MSR housing is shaped to fit between the PDA 
and the PDA cradle, and wherein the MSR housing comprises a first cormector connected to 
the PDA synchronization port and a second connector connected to the PDA cradle, the first 
and second coimectors enabling the hot sync connection of the PDA with the personal 
computer through the magnetic stripe reader. 

Claim 29 (new): The magnetic stripe reader according to claim 5, further 

comprising a second removable processor/memory module inserted in a corresponding 
external slot in the magnetic stripe reader, the second programmable/processor module being 
capable of storing different data formats and software. 

Claim 30 (new): The magnetic stripe reader according to claim 13, wherein 

the magnetic stripe reader prevents the transmission of the personal identification number 
from the PIN pad to the PDA. 

Claim 3 1 (new): The magnetic stripe reader according to claim 27, wherein 

the PIN pad is an integral part of said housing. 
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